
 

Pa
ge

1 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

11.30.25 
 

 

 

 

 

22 Raymond Avenue 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 
845-454-2704 
admin@acchv.org 
acchv.org 

mailto:admin@acchv.org


 

Pa
ge

2 

W E L C O M E 
 

The Arlington Community Church welcomes you. We are a 
community bound together and energized by faith, love, and 
commitment to Jesus Christ. We are glad you joined us today! We 
pray that you will experience God’s presence as we share His 
Word, sing songs of praise, pray and fellowship together.  
 

If you have never filled out the Connect Card in the pew rack in 
front of you, please do. Then drop it in an offering plate at the 
front of the sanctuary so we know how best to connect with you 
and answer any questions you might have. You can also sign up for 
the weekly newsletter on the Connect Card or sheet on the 
Information Table.  
 

After service we gather in the fellowship hall for snack fellowship 
or on the 1st Sunday, we share lunch together after service-all are 
welcome. 
 

TODAY’S MINISTRY TEAM 
Greeters: Matt Sahawneh, Debbie 

Grant, Bernie Cioffoletti 
Sermon:    Dawn Kostenko 
Reader:    Erik Hosch 
Advent Reading and Candles:  Debbie and Rob Grant 
Music: Frank Gallo, Rob Grant, Ian 

Canaday, Angel Hosch, 
Debbie Grant, Erica Hosch 

Children’s Message: Ruth Zoodsma 
Sound Board:      Pat Becker 
After Service Prayer: Rob Grant, Other 
Arlington 1st Step Nursery: Josy Sahawneh 
Snack Fellowship: Cynthia Canaday, Erica 

Hosch, Shari Gallo 
 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
 fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 
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TODAY 
 

10:30AM PRESERVICE 
Coffee Fellowship 

 
11:00AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD 
Opening Prayer 
Call to Worship                                                    from Psalms/Hebrews 
Advent Candle Lighting  
Song                                                         “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
Song                                                                                         “Agnus Dei” 
Song                                                                   “Here I Am to Worship” 
Shared Prayer                                                                      

God’s Word of Promise                                                 Isaiah 40:28-31                                                       
Children’s Message                       “Be Prepared for Christ's Coming” 
Song                                                                       “Great Are You, Lord” 
Peace                                                                  
 

GOD’S WORD  
Prayer for Understanding 
Scripture                                                                       Matthew 24:1-35                                               
Sermon               “What to Expect When You Are Expecting-HOPE!” 
Prayer for Blessing               
 

RESPONSE TO GOD  
Prayers of Petition w/The Lord’s Prayer 
Song                                                                          “Come Jesus Come” 
Benediction 

12:00PM LINGER LONGER 
Post Service Prayer 

Snack Fellowship-All are Welcome 
 

Song Select Copyright License® 22671315 
 



 

Pa
ge

4 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE  
Sunday                   9:45am “Foundations of Our Faith-  

              resumes January 11th 
                                 10:30am Coffee Fellowship 

11:00am Worship Service 
                                 12:00pm Snack or Lunch Fellowship 
 

Tuesday         Mark Bible study resumes in the spring 
 

Wednesday            6:00pm Acts 2:42 Community Worship &       
                                          Fellowship Meal 
 

Friday            Social Events and Activities as announced 
 

PASTOR FRANK GALLO  
Pastor Frank can be reached at: (845) 546-7106 
 

PARKING 
The small lot next to our building has 10 parking 
spaces.  On Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings, this 
small lot is reserved for those with a blue & red hang tag for 
People with Disabilities, and for the elderly who cannot walk a 
distance and need an accessibility entrance. 
 

There is plenty of parking along Raymond Avenue and in the 
large lot behind the church building accessed immediately off 
Davis Avenue (just past the church) The lot off Davis Avenue is 
a simple, flat 2-minute walk to the church! 
 

CHURCH FAMILY LIFE 
Please contact Cynthia Canaday, Elder and Church 
Administrator (845)546-1634, if you are interested in 
membership, baptism, a home visit, or have a question or 
suggestion about the spiritual life of the church. 
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INFORMATION TABLE  
There is information about upcoming events and church 
brochures on the information table in the foyer~ 
•     Arlington Community Church Services & Ministries 
•     Children’s Ministry 
•     Acts 2:42 Community Wednesday Program 
•   Service Etiquette 
•   Signup Sheets for upcoming events 
•   Fliers for upcoming events and opportunities 
•   Church Cards 
 

2025 CONSISTORY 
Elder: Frank Gallo        Elder: Rob Grant 
Elder: Ruth Zoodsma               Elder: Cynthia Canaday 
Deacon: Erik Hosch            Deacon: Erica Hosch  
Deacon: Randy Zoodsma              Deacon: Sandra Cox  
    

The Consistory welcomes your questions, comments, and 
suggestions 

 

Did you know we have a church directory 
with the names, addresses, contact 
information and birthdays (not years) of 
those who attend Arlington Community 
Church? Please see Debbie Grant if you’d 
like a directory, have a change you’d like 
made to your information or want to be 
added to the directory. 

 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
Pastor Frank has a page on the website “Pastor’s Corner,” 
where he shares personal reflections, updates on church 
happenings, videos, and more! 
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REGULAR AND SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
There are plates at the front of the 
sanctuary for your financial offerings to 
the church.  
 

Additionally, the QR code to the right can 
be used for online giving. Scan it with 
your smart phone camera and it will bring 
you to the donation page. All 
contributions are greatly appreciated. 
 

WEDNESDAY ACTS 2:42 COMMUNITY 6:00-7:30PM.  
We gather is the sanctuary at 6:00pm to sing and hear a Bible 
message, then move to the fellowship hall for a light meal and 
fellowship. This is a great time to invite others. 
  
WOULD YOU LIKE PRAYER OR A HOME VISIT? 

Please call if you need prayer or would like a home visit. We 

have a prayer chain with very committed prayers. An elder can 

visit with you if you are shut-in at home. 
 

November Birthdays 
Robert Cox  Erik Hosch Cissy Kenyon 
Robert Page  Zane Kinney 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
CLEANING: If you can volunteer to help with church cleaning, 

please see or call Rhonda Cady. 845-366-8211 
 

SNACK FELLOWSHIP: If you would like to contribute a snack 

monthly, please see or call Erica Hosch. 845-803-4948 
 

Children’s Ministry: If you would like to volunteer in the 

children’s programs, please see or call Cynthia Canaday. 845-

546-1634 

 



 

Pa
ge

7 

  
 
06-Cookie and Ornament Decorating Party 
07-Lord’s Supper Sunday-2nd Sunday of Advent- 
      Annual Christmas Fellowship Meal   
14-3rd Sunday of Advent 
17-Acts 2:42 Intergenerational Joyful Ever After! 
21-4th Sunday of Advent 
24-6pm Wednesday Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
31-6pm Wednesday Pray in the New Year Worship Service!  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
FOR ONGOING CHRONIC PAIN AND/OR FATIGUE 

Francesca Doering, Cissy Kenyon, Nancy Piscitello, Carol Barnes, 
Elliot Rothstein. Eva Oakley 
 

FOR LOSS, ILLNESS, TREATMENT, AND SURGERY 

• Erik Hosch’s stepbrother, Edward Rothstein’s, quadruple 
bypass surgery has been postponed until 12/29/25. 

• Erica Hosch’s mother, Zaida Correa with a heart condition.  

• Carol Rutter, 91-year-old friend of Rhonda Cady, with a 
recurrence of colon cancer and surgery scheduled for 
December 8th.  

• Kimberly Texidor for her job situation and related concerns. 

• Rhonda Cady with severe shoulder pain and a tooth 
infection.  

• Gina Sorci, Mary Ann’s daughter with blood cancer  
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

There is a box on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary for you to file your Christmas 
cards to your church family in. Don’t forget 
to check it each week for your cards! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
If you would like to order a 
poinsettia to decorate the 
sanctuary on the Sunday before 
Christmas and on Christmas Eve, 
please order through Ann Veeder 
by Dec 14th. The cost for each plant 
is $10. To have a plant listed in the 
bulletin as in memory of a friend or 

loved one, please provide that information to Ann. If you 
miss seeing Ann on a Sunday, she can be reached at 845-
546-3286. You can take the plant home after service on the 
24th. 
 

Thank you for helping to beautify the sanctuary! 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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What to Expect  
When You're Expecting 

Advent 2025 
 

Advent is the time of year that both ends and begins the 
Christian calendar. So often the focus during Advent is Jesus’ 
first Advent-his coming as a baby born in Bethlehem.  
 

This year we are focusing on Jesus’ second Advent-his soon-
expected return. The idea of “expecting,” draws a parallel to 
the expecting that a couple does while awaiting the birth of 
their child. In this way we are drawing a parallel between the 
first and second Advent of Jesus.  
 

As is our practice on the Sundays in Advent, our Elders help 
bring the sermons. 
 

11/30/25 1st Sunday of Advent: Expect Birth Pains-HOPE  
        
12/07/25 2nd Sunday of Advent: Expect God's Patience-PEACE 
 
12/14/25 3rd Sunday of Advent: Expect Godlessness-JOY  
 
12/21/25 4th Sunday of Advent: Expect Spiritual Growth-LOVE   
  
12/24/25 6pm Christmas Eve: Expect Victory-LIGHT   
    
12/28/25 1st Sunday After Christmas: EXPECT PURE JOY   
 

This Advent/Christmas season, please join us each week 
as we celebrate and focus on the Lord’s birth and His 

return.  
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TODAY’S WORSHIP 
All songs and responsive readings are in the bulletin.  

BOLD invites your participation. 
WE GATHER  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

DRAW NEAR TO GOD 

Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship                                          from Psalms/Hebrews           
Reader: What are you waiting for? 
All: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our 
shield. We wait for the Lord, our whole beings wait, and in his 
word, we put our hope. And as we hope for what we do not 
yet see, we wait for it patiently. We watch in hope for the 
Lord, we wait for God our Savior. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
Reader One: Lighting a candle is a simple yet profound act. It is 
a testimony to the power of light over darkness. When we look 
at the world around us we can see pain and suffering. But as 
we light the first candle of Advent we see that the light of one 
candle shines brightly. As we light the candle, we begin our 
journey to Christmas in anticipation of the day when Christ will 
return in glory. 
 

Reader Two:  
Today we light the candle of hope. We press forward in our 
world of struggles and hardship as we anticipate the coming of 
Jesus Christ, who is our hope now and forever. 
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope” (1 
Pet. 1:3). In our hope of Christ’s return we find our strength for 
each new day. 
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Reader One: Prayer 
Dear God, as we light this candle and begin this new Advent 
season, shine the light of your hope into our hearts and into 
our world. Amen. 
 

Song                                                    “O Come O Come Emmanuel”  
O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night 
and turn our darkness into light.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O King of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind. 
Bid all our sad divisions cease 
and be yourself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Song                                                                                  “Agnus Deo” 
Alleluia alleluia for the Lord God Almighty reigns 
Alleluia alleluia for the Lord God Almighty reigns, Alleluia 
 

(You are) Holy holy, are You Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb, Worthy is the Lamb 
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Prayer Song                                                  “Here I am to Worship”  
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see, beauty that made 
This heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You 
 

So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
And You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above, humbly You came 
To the earth You created all for love's sake became poor 
 

And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross                                      
 

So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
And You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 

Shared Prayer  
Lord, help us to see that you are with us through everything. 
Nothing is too difficult, too messy, or too dirty for you. We 
ask that You work in us to will and to act in order to fulfill 
Your good purposes in us.  
 

That first Christmas, you gave the whole earth the gift of hope 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Thank you 
for the hope we can have every day that You are with us and 
will return for Your people. Amen.  
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God’s Word Assures Us                                            Isaiah 40:28-31                                                      
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will 
not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can 
fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the 
power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and 
young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint. 
                  

Children’s Message                  “Be Prepared for Christ's Coming”                          
 

Song                                                                  “Great Are You, Lord” 
You give life You are love, You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope You restore every heart that is broken 
And great are You Lord 
 

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise 
We pour out our praise, It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
 

And all the earth will shout Your praise 
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing-Great are You Lord 
 

Peace                                                                            Colossians 3:15 
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by 
the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace.  Jesus 
himself used this greeting with his disciples: “The peace of the 
Lord be with you.” And also with you.  
 

GOD’S WORD  

Prayer for Understanding 
 

Scripture                                                                  Matthew 24:1-35 
 

Sermon               What to Expect When You Are Expecting-HOPE!” 
                                                                     

Prayer for Blessing 
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Response Song                                                   “Come Jesus Come” 
Sometimes I fall to my knees and pray 
Come Jesus come let today be the day 
Sometimes I feel like I’m gonna break 
But I’m holding on to a hope that won’t fade 
 

Come Jesus come, we’ve been waiting so long 
For the day You return to heal every hurt 
And right every wrong we need You right now 
Come and turn this around 
Deep down I know this world isn’t home 
Come Jesus come, Come Jesus come 
 

There’ll be no war and there’ll be no chains 
When Jesus comes let today be the day 
He’ll come for the weak 
And the strong just the same 
And all will believe in the power of His name 
 

One day He’ll come, and we’ll stand face to face 
Come and lay it all down ‘cause it might be today 
The time is right now there’s no need to wait 
Your past will be washed by rivers of grace 
 

Come Jesus come, come, come Jesus come 
 

Advent Benediction  
As you wait for Christ to return, live as people of hope and go 
with God’s blessing. May hope in Christ’s return sustain you, 
God’s peace saturate the world around you, the joy of the Holy 
Spirit strengthen you and the love of God encircle you in this 
moment and in all the moments to come. Amen.  
                                   

After Service Personal Prayer 
     

Snack Fellowship  
Please stay for snacks and fellowship following service 
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LIFE AT ARLINGTON COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

COME EARLY ANY SUNDAY: At 10:30 for coffee preservice in our 
fellowship hall. 
 

RELAX AND MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME: Arlington Community 
Church is a diverse group of people, a congregation transformed and 
gathered by the grace of our loving Lord, offering new life and hope 
through the love of God and the life and teachings of Jesus. 
  
ARLINGTONVILLE CHILDREN: On Sundays, care is provided for 
children aged 5 years and under in the First Steps room. The older 
children stay in service and hear a Children’s Message from the 
Sermons4Kids curriculum. After the Children’s Message, they are 
given drawing pads and activity books to work in during service. 
Parents are provided a Children’s Worship Bulletin wirth fun 
activities to take home that relates to the lesson they heard that 
morning. 
 

LET US KNOW YOU WERE HERE: If you are new to this church, fill out 
the Connection Card (found in the pew rack in front of you). Drop it 
in the offering plate at the front of the sanctuary for us-we 
appreciate this. You can also send us an email through the website or 
leave us a voice message on the church phone. 
 

LINGER LONGER: We have snacks and beverages after service, and 
sometimes a meal. Hang around, get to know one another. 
 

COME BACK: Grow in faith, connection, fellowship and service with 
others. 
 

GET INVOLVED: We have midweek studies. We have other social and 
recreation events scheduled throughout the year-check out your 
bulletin, view the bulletin board for upcoming events or visit the 
website. You can also find us on social media. 
 

  
     

 


